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We at talKe want to use this new 

magazine format to provide greater 

insight into selected aspects of this 

specialised branch of logistics. in this 

issue, we introduce some of our most 

successful projects realised over the 

past year for customers in china, india, 

saudi arabia and France. the starting 

point for all of these projects was the 

analysis of our customers‘ various  

requirements, which we were then able 

to meet with tailor-made solutions developed through close cooperati-

on between talKe business units.

alongside cooperation, sustainability and efficiency also feature 

among the highest priorities of the logistics industry today. in order 

to combine all of these aspects into a cohesive logistics service, it is 

often necessary to draw on a certain creativity, and, indeed, occasio-

nally on courage and daring, to question old habits and to adopt a fresh 

approach to challenges.

you are holding the first ever issue of blue scope,  
the talKe Group‘s new magazine for our customers 
and all those interested in the multifaceted chemical 

logistics industry.

editOrial

 Dear reader, 

One example of this is the new logistics concept that we deve-

loped for polycarbonate manufacturer stYrON, an innovation that 

enabled us to achieve a payload increase of more than twelve per 

cent whilst also enhancing in-transit protection of the product. a 

change of perspective can also help us to offer transport services 

on routes for which matched loads are difficult to schedule. Our 

dry Bulk transport business unit is proving in France, for instance, 

that a fresh approach can be decisive when it comes to exploiting 

untapped potential. there, our extensive knowledge of logistical 

methods and processes is providing a solid basis for continued 

close collaboration. as an owner-operated, family-run business, 

we thus place great importance on the training of our employees, 

who often choose to stay with us for many years.

We very much hope that the insight into the chemical logistics 

industry that we can provide through blue scope will inspire you to 

the occasional change of perspective. if there is a topic that you 

would like to read more about in the magazine? then please do 

write to us. the blue scope editorial team will be happy to receive 

your questions, suggestions and constructive criticism.

i hope that you enjoy reading this first issue of blue scope.

 

alfred talke

Group Managing director

alFred talKe logistic services
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CorporATe iso 

projeCT CorporATe iso movinG forwArd

invesTmenTs

TALKe sTArTs To use sTATe-of- 
The-ArT ACTros TrACTor uniTs

Trust is good – but even better is the ability 

to prove that we consistently meet our clients’ 

and public authorities’ requirements when stor-

ing, handling and transporting the products and 

materials entrusted to our care.  

For this reason, talKe decided early on to un-

dergo assessment in accordance with both the isO-

9001 standard and the european chemical industry 

council’s (ceFic) own safety and Quality assessment 

system (sQas). this is what prompted us in 2005 to 

become the first ever German company to undergo 

an sQas Packaged Warehouse assessment, which is 

especially designed to evaluate the storage activities 

of logistic service providers for the chemical industry.

to provide our clients with greater transparency 

regarding our certifications, we launched the “cor-

porate isO“ project. under this scheme, we aim to 

standardise all international and inter-organisation-

al quality and certification processes, and – where 

possible – gradually replace all regional certifica-

tions with a single, company-wide certification. in 

2010 and 2011, for instance, the certifications of our 

sites in Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands and 

Qatar were harmonised under the talKe Group’s 

new corporate certification. in future audits, ad-

ditional locations will be selected for evaluation 

alongside our head office in Hürth, which is as-

sessed as part of every audit, providing a represent-

ative sample of our adherence to quality standards 

across the company. an additional Belgian site has 

also been included under our company-wide isO 

certification since the middle of 2012.

www.talke.com > company > certifications

A further investment in transport safety, quality and service: the first seven mercedes-Benz 

Actros 1845 tractor units have recently boosted the TALKe fleet. 

 

the newly developed high-tech truck sets standards in the premium class in many regards – for 

example by meeting the stringent euro Vi emission standard which will be mandatory in europe 

from 2014, combined with a reduction in fuel consumption of up to 7.6 percent. this means that 

the new actros is getting close to a specific fuel consumption of only one litre/100 km per tonne of 

payload – levels not achieved by even the most economical car.

these new kings among tractor units not only meet the most stringent environmental regula-

tions, they are also a powerful argument when it comes to recruiting the most reliable drivers to 

the talKe Group. For the professional behind the wheel, the new actros is the optimum tool for 

a demanding job. and it has been proven that if they are relaxed when they drive, this increases 

safety. at talKe, the tractor units are used for long-distance transport; they are often the driver’s 

second home for up to a week at a time. the cab is distinguished by a particularly generous use 

of space and a level of comfort previously unknown. the cockpit, for example, has been separated 

from the living area through the use of colour and space. the quality of materials and usability 

reach the standards of an upmarket car.

Numerous assist functions ensure both a relaxed drive and optimum safety – starting with 

Proximity control assist which also controls stopping and starting in traffic, to lane-Keeping as-

sist through to stability control assist. talKe is using the new actros 1845 with tank trailers for 

the transportation of liquid chemicals.

aNNOuNceMeNts
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indiA

phArmACeuTiCALs use LoGisTiCs
The indian chemical sector is 

booming. A market volume of more 

than 40 billion us dollars and an 

annual growth rate of ten percent 

have attracted many international 

companies to the subcontinent. The 

reason for this high demand is a 

growing, relatively well paid, free-

spending middle class with a back-

log of demand for consumer goods 

to acquire, which is of particular 

benefit to the automotive industry, 

manufacturers of consumer goods 

and the construction industry.

a further beneficiary of this economic development is the in-

dian pharmaceutical industry. according to estimates by financial 

consultants Pricewaterhousecoopers, in 2010 its domestic market 

alone was worth 12 billion us dollars. its experts are predicting an 

annual growth rate of between 15 and 20 percent, which means that 

by 2020 the domestic market could have grown to between 49 and 74 

billion us dollars. this positive forecast is based amongst others on 

the fact that a large number of pharmaceutical patents will expire in 

the next few years. in addition, the pharmaceutical industry will ben-

efit from the growing awareness of health issues among the indian 

population. there is a particular demand for drugs to treat acute 

diseases and chronic conditions. at the same time, the pharmaceu-

tical industry is one of the country‘s highest exporting sectors.

With its new drum-filling plant for pharmaceutical and research 

company Jubilant life sciences ltd., talKe, too, is now active in 

india. the drum filling line was built directly on the site of a tank 

storage facility in Mumbai. there, acetic acid is transferred from 

tanks or decanted straight from isO containers. initially, the plant 

will handle some 12,000 tonnes of acetic acid per year. it will be in a 

position to handle greater volumes and a range of other substances 

as required.

Jubilant is the largest contract research company in india and is 

among the top ten contract manufacturers and outsourcing special-

ists in the pharmaceutical industry worldwide. “We always apply the 

very highest standards in all our research and production projects. 

in talKe, we have found a logistics partner that implements equally 

high quality standards of safety, health and environmental protec-

tion,” says rajesh sethi, Vice President & Growth unit Head (acetyls) 

at Jubilant.

“this project is the first step for us into business operations in 

india. the market there is developing rapidly, and the number of 

companies demanding top-quality logistics services that comply 

with international standards is growing,” explains alfred talke, 

Managing director of the talKe Group. against the background of 

growing market volume, which makes india increasingly attractive 

to international chemical and pharmaceutical concerns, he sees 

great potential for chemical logistics and the value-added services 

that accompany them. “as a service partner for modern outsourcing 

and contract logistics solutions, we assist our clients in all matters 

relating to chemical logistics. Our many years of experience mean 

that we can also help them to enter new markets and introduce new 

product categories.”

MarKets / iNdustrY

pictured at mumbai‘s first ever drum-filling plant for acetic acid:
rajesh sethi, Vice President & Growth unit Head (acetyls), Jubilant
life sciences ltd. (top right) and alfred talke, Managing director of the 
talKe Group, alFred talKe logistic services (top centre).
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Saudi Arabia is a land of superlatives;  
the 2,240,000 km² Kingdom boasts the largest  
economy of the Arab states and is the top global  

producer of crude oil.

lOGistics HuB   
Saudi Arabia

MarKets / iNdustrY



9

BLUE SCOPE

it is no surprise, therefore, that the country‘s economy revolves 

around oil – and not least in the raw materials industry. indeed, the 

petrochemical industry dominates this sector both up- and downstream. 

in 2010, 86 per cent of saudi arabia‘s exported goods were oil and other 

petrochemical products, and the total value of the country’s 

exports came to 250 billion us dollars. in the same year, 

imports – mostly products for use in mechanical 

engineering and foodstuffs – ran to 97 billion us 

dollars. 

as Germany is saudi arabia‘s third most 

important supplier country after the usa and 

china, the arab market is very attractive to 

German machinery suppliers. in 2011 alone, 

the Kingdom of saudi arabia imported German 

machinery and electrical equipment to the tune 

of nearly 1.5 billion euros and 500 million euros 

respectively, representing increases in imports of 

12.54 and 26.43 per cent against the previous year. 

Key industrial ports: jubail and Yanbu

saudi arabia is facing many new challenges as a result of its strong 

economic growth and increasingly diversified economy. a key issue is, of 

course, logistics. consequently, the country has invested millions in the 

construction of a railway and enhanced port facilities to complement its 

already well-established road network.

Jeddah islamic Port in Jeddah and the King abdul aziz Port in dam-

mam are perhaps the two most significant seaports in saudi 

arabia. indeed, these two ports receive around 65 per 

cent of all imports into the arab nation, and handled 

around 51 million tons of imported goods in 2010.

industrial raw materials arrive in and depart 

from saudi arabia via the industrial port of 

Jubail, the largest port of export in the country. 

this single port serves as a gateway between 

the 8,000-hectare industrial complex of Madinat 

al-Jubail (Jubail industrial city) and the global 

markets. today, Jubail is home to nearly 20 

large industrial installations such as petrochemi-

cal plants and more than 130 additional plants for the 

production of steel, plastics and fertilisers.

economic pressures also prompted the establishment of the 

industrial port of Yanbu‘ al-Bahr. this city‘s ideal location in the Medina 

province of western saudi arabia meant that it was already an impor-

tant trading centre in ancient times, being situated along the spice and 

incense route from Yemen to egypt and the Mediterranean region. today, 

Yanbu‘ al-Bahr mostly receives shipments of oil and petrochemical prod-

ucts, and oil refineries, a plastics plant and petrochemical processing 

facilities have now been constructed in the neighbouring city.

TALKe proffers logistics knowledge and expertise

saudi arabia is already the fourth-largest emerging logistics market 

in the world today (after china, india and Brazil), and this presents 

exciting opportunities for German businesses. talKe has already been 

operating in saudi arabia since 2003 and has realised a number 

of different projects for saudi clients in this time, including 

the planning, construction and subsequent operation of 

on-site silo storage and packaging facilities for the 

production of plastic granulates. some of these 

products are exported to the asian market where 

plastic granulate can be used in the manufacture 

of consumer goods. consequently, we also act 

on behalf of our saudi arabian clients in asia, 

thus allowing manufacturers even in that distant 

part of the world to benefit from our logistics 

knowledge and expertise.

expanding operations to include liquid specialty 

chemicals manufacture

in recent years, the region‘s petrochemical companies have expanded 

their downstream activities from the refining of crude oil to produce 

liquid specialty chemicals.

in this context, one of talKe‘s major clients is planning to con-

struct two new manufacturing plants in al-Jubail, which will be used to 

manufacture various products with butyacrylate acid, acrylic acid and 

acetic acid bases. the plants will be operational from 2013 and 2015, 

respectively. the majority of these chemicals will be produced 

for export, although some will remain in the plant as raw 

materials for further products. during the planning 

phase of this project, our logistic solutions team 

was heavily involved in drafting the requirements 

for the handling and storage of solids and the 

loading of packed and liquid chemicals, as well 

as in designing handling facilities and processes. 

Our experts also issued recommendations as to 

potential future problems with these facilities and 

advised the client of the corresponding solutions.

Petrochemical company saudi Kayan is also 

extending its in-house manufacturing processes, and 

awarded us in december 2011 with the drumming, transpor-

tation and storage of its 140,000 tons of ethoxylates produced on-site 

each year. „as a company which specialises in liquid chemical logistics 

and almost all types of hazardous materials, talKe is the ideal partner 

for this growth strategy. this will enable us to support our customers 

with best practice logistics solutions as they manufacture products 

which are new for the region,“ emphasises richard Heath, director Mid-

dle east & asia at the talKe Group, adding that “in addition, the talKe 

Group also has an established organisation in the Middle east and has 

been a respected logistics partner for many years.”

MarKets / iNdustrY

TALKE has  
already been operating 
in Saudi Arabia since 
2003 and has realised  
a number of different 

projects for Saudi clients 
in this time.
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MOVeMeNt tO tHe east

in the past few years, despite difficult conditions and increased competition, China has come to be regarded as one of the most 

important markets for German companies. This was borne out by the Business Confidence survey published in june 2012 by 

the German Chamber of Commerce for Greater China. it found that around two thirds of the companies surveyed in China expect 

higher turnover and more than 50 percent are anticipating increased profits. 

cHiNa

almost 50 percent of companies working in china are 

planning further investment and among other things are 

looking to offset wage increases through greater productivity.

the euro crisis has also had a detrimental effect on the 

chinese economy. thus retail sales in June grew by “only“ 

13.7 percent, the lowest level since the beginning of the 

year. in order to stimulate demand and with it the economy, 

the central bank lowered its prime rate in both June and 

July by 25 basis points each time, and made interest rates 

more flexible. these measures are aimed at permanently 

strengthening domestic demand. rising incomes in the first 

half of 2012 of around 12.4 percent in rural areas and 9.7 

percent in urban areas should support this development.

the so-called chinese “consumer class“ with an 

income of at least 10,000 euros per annum is playing a 

decisive role here. according to estimates by financial con-

sultants McKinsey, by 2020 they may number one billion. 

as china cannot meet this increasing demand from the 

middle class exclusively from its own resources, it is having 

to rely on imports. this means that companies in saudi 

arabia are also benefiting from growing demand in china. 

their exports to china include plastic granulate, which is 

used in the manufacturing of end products. companies in 

the Gulf states also rely on the expertise of talKe for this.

We have been active in china since 2007 and support 

our customers from the Middle east there with high-

quality, tailor-made logistics services. in the past few years 

we have increased our capacity in order to accommodate 

the rising volume: for example, with the import of several 

hundred thousand tonnes of polymer granulate per year, 

which a saudi arabian manufacturer has entrusted to 

talKe. We handle the granulate on its arrival in port, get it 

through customs, sort it and deliver it to nine warehouses 

strategically located along the east coast, where it is made 

available for collection by customers.

in addition talKe moved into its new headquarters 

in shanghai at the end of 2011. the office, with room for 

expansion, is situated in the Waigaoqaoi Free trade Zone, 

close to the port and the warehouses. With this expansion 

we have put in place the right conditions to accommodate 

increasing business and the capacity to take on yet more 

contracts.

MarKets / iNdustrY
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The worldwide volume of freight traffic 

is on the increase. And with it the challenge 

of transporting goods rapidly, efficiently 

and in as environmentally friendly a way as 

possible – to Asia, Arabia and Africa, but also 

within europe. Because together with China, 

the member states of the european union 

continue to be Germany’s most important 

trading partners. 

against this background, the importance of 

the Pan-european waterway network is growing, 

for infrastructure and for the economy – and with 

it also the importance of europe’s inland ports. 

an example is duisburg: the largest inland port 

in europe, it has successfully positioned itself as 

the hinterland hub for the sea ports of amster-

dam, emden, rotterdam, antwerp and Hamburg. 

the port of duisburg furnishes shipping links to 

all the major markets. in 2010 it handled a total 

of 114 million tonnes of goods.

But it is not only duisburg that is in great 

demand: the share of goods transported by 

inland waterways in Germany rose from 5.5 

percent in 2009, to 6.1 percent in 2010. this went 

hand in hand with an increase in haulage capac-

ity from 55.5 billion tonne-kilometres in 2009 to 

63.1 billion tonne-kilometres in 2010. if Federal 

Minister of transport ramsauer gets his way 

this development is set to continue. He wants 

to strengthen inland shipping traffic through 

investment and in this way to move more goods 

from roads to waterways. in fact experts predict 

that inland shipping haulage capacity will grow 

by 2015 to 89.6 billion tonne-kilometres.

the Pan-european waterway network is also 

important for the transportation of chemical and 

petrochemical products that are imported or 

exported by sea. the 43.3 million tonnes of min-

eral oil products and the 22.3 million tonnes of 

chemical products put them in 2nd and 4th place 

among goods shipped as maritime freight.

Water hub  
in the hinterland

Goods handled on German inland waterways  
according to type in 2010 and 2009 (in million tonnes)

Share of inland shipping in freight transport in Germany from  
2000 to 2010 (according to modal split, expressed as a percentage)

Other semi-finished 
and finished products

Mineral oil  
products

Other food and feed 
products

chemical  
products

agricultural  
products

Ores,  
metal waste

source: diW, ifo, statistischesBundesamt, Prognos/Progtrans, BVu, BGl, bgl-ev.de

source: statistisches Bundesamt, press release no. 148, 14 april 2011

MarKets / iNdustrY
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innovation

as an especially versatile plastic, polycarbonate is used for the manu-
facture of a whole host of different products, from cds to helmet visors. 
However, the “clean room“ loading and transportation of this special 
material demands the very highest standards in terms of efficiency and 
purity – which is precisely why stYrON chose to rely on talKe’s exper-
tise in developing its brand new loading concept.

a cleVer NeW 
traNsPOrt cONcePt  
WitH added Value
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they are all around us and we encounter them even as we sleepily grope 

around for our alarm clocks in the morning. those of us who wear glasses 

will then come into very close contact with them again without even seeing 

them. indeed, polycarbonates are one of the most important materials 

used to obtain the necessary transparency for glasses lenses. We continue 

to come across the plastic throughout the rest of our day: during our 

morning shave, as we place our favourite cd in the car stereo, talk on our 

mobile phones or watch a dVd or Blu-ray movie on a cosy night in.

 these days, we could hardly do without polycarbonate; indeed, it just 

makes our lives so much easier and more comfortable. Yet what is this 

versatile material exactly?  

 Highly scratch-, impact- and heat-resistant, polycarbonate is also 

absolutely transparent – and thus its strengths make it truly indispensable 

in our modern world. Before polycarbonate can be manipulated for use in 

end-products, however, it must first be acquired in its basic form: polycar-

bonate granulate. this has to be of the highest possible purity for manu-

facturers to be able to take full advantage of the material’s properties.

 stYron is a multinational plastics, latex and rubber specialist with 

over 2,100 employees worldwide, and the company produces so-called 

caLibre polycarbonate granulate. these little plastic beads start out 

in stYron’s northern german production site in stade, where they are 

then used to manufacture packaging, suitcase covers, lenses, alarm 

clock casings and so on. especially strict quality and purity requirements 

apply to the manufacture of optical media such as glasses lenses, cds 

and dvds. indeed, even the smallest dust particle or a slightly elevated 

ph value in the transport container is enough to render the polycarbon-

ate granulates completely useless. 

consequently, the clean room loading and transportation of the granu-

lates poses a uniquely complex logistical challenge. indeed, this particular 

cargo has to be protected against contamination along the entire length 

of the transport chain. to solve this difficult problem, stYrON called on 

talKe’s expert services. “all the hard work we put into production and 

logistics eventually benefits the end customer,” explains Jens Hariefeld, 

senior Production leader Polycarbonate at stYrON. “as consumers, we 

expect our favourite album to continue to work properly months or even 

years after purchase, and we expect that Blu-ray disc we have just rented 

not to skip or jump.”

 determined to achieve the optimum transportation of caLibre granu-

lates, stYron tasked logistics specialist taLKe with the development 

of a new clean room transport concept: “above all else, we were hoping 

to achieve higher payloads with comparable equipment. so imagine our 

surprise when taLKe submitted its transport concept to us – one that, at 

first glance, was based on the use of considerably smaller containers!” 

says hans-heiner neuhaus, global business manufacturing director at 

stYron. 

to meet stYrON’s requirements, talKe’s engineers had to work out 

how to increase transport volumes whilst retaining high purity and quality 

standards. to this end, they carried out a systematic analysis of stYrON’s 

existing loading technology – and then developed a new transport concept 

that goes far beyond a simple conveyance solution. up until now, stYrON 

would load its 40-feet containers via two dome covers. Now, however, 

talKe has developed a whole new loading method for stYrON’s stade 

manufacturing plant, based on the use of highly durable, 30-foot stainless 

steel containers, which are specifically designed for these purposes.
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 “from the very outset, we knew that we had to eliminate as many 

opportunities for contamination as possible if we wanted to protect 

the integrity of the pc freight,“ explains hans Jürgen becker, busi-

ness unit manager dry bulk Logistics at taLKe. 

the greatest innovation in our solution is that the containers are fitted 

with just one loading point, thus minimising the risk of contamination by 

a further 50 per cent. at the same time, our specialists have been able to 

increase transport volume from approximately 70 to up to 95 per cent. to 

do so, our engineers succeeded in harnessing caliBre‘s flow properties, 

which are similar to that of fine gravel. the newly developed containers 

feature newly modified tipper chassis which make it possible to posi-

tion the container for loading. this in turn helps to better distribute the 

granules during loading and thus ensures that the full container volume 

is utilised.

in designing these special containers, talKe‘s specialists also placed 

great importance on air filtration and hermetic sealing, thus guaranteeing 

protection against dust contamination during transportation.

With the new caliBre transport concept, talKe was able to achieve 

a payload more than twelve per cent higher than that of conventional 

transport equipment. as well as generating higher efficiency, the solution 

therefore also helps to significantly reduce cO2 emissions.

 “the transport concept submitted by taLKe represented the best 

opportunity for us to offer the market significantly enhanced perfor-

mance while balancing environmental and economic considerations. 

it has clearly demonstrated the kind of change that is possible when 

strong partners such as stYron and taLKe act in concert,“ enthuses 

Jens hariefeld. 

Hans Jürgen Becker adds, “We are delighted that we succeeded 

in persuading stYrON of the merits of our transport concept. in the 

context of our commitment to promoting sustainable transport and 

logistics, developing concepts that combine increased efficiency with a 

significant reduction in our carbon footprint is one of the core tasks on 

which talKe intends to focus in the years ahead.“

Polycarbonate – a regular feature  
in everyday life

in 1953, German chemist Hermann schnell at Bayer aG devel-

oped the first ever polycarbonate for industrial use, and with it 

established an entirely new class of plastics. among other things, 

the material was found to have transparency, strength, heat-

resistance, dimensional stability and good electrical insulating 

properties. it is also highly malleable and can be easily recycled.

thanks to these properties, polycarbonate is the material of 

choice in a wide range of manufacturing sectors. indeed, the 

automotive industry uses it to manufacture mirror casings, 

rear lights, indicators, reverse lights, fog lights and headlights. 

Meanwhile, we can find the plastic in a number of household 

appliances such as kettles, coffee makers, toasters, fridges, 

hair driers and shaving tools. camping tableware and contain-

ers suitable for microwaving are also made from polycarbonate, 

as are mobile phone, laptop and Pc casings. even children may 

encounter the material – in the form of transparent leGO bricks. 

Further polycarbonate applications include the manufacture of 

lenses for glasses, burglar-resistant glass, in-flight glassware, 

underwater housings for digital cameras, glass panels for 

greenhouses and conservatories, solar panels, suitcase covers 

and hard hats. it is also used in the production of identity docu-

ments such as id cards and passport data pages.
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talKe cONNects Paca  
BY rOad aNd rail

Germany is the most important importer 

of French products. in 2011 the “Grande 

Nation“ exported goods to the value of 66 

billion euros to its neighbour. conversely, 

Germany delivered goods valued at more 

than 100 billion euros to France. Products 

from the chemical and petrochemical sector 

on the other hand show a markedly positive 

trade balance. these account for only 8.5 

percent of French imports, but 11.7 percent 

of exports. the Paca region in particular 

exports many raw materials and chemical 

intermediates, but imports hardly any.

this imbalance presents a challenge to 

chemical logisticians. in order to be able to 

offer transportation at economic rates they 

seek to carry full loads in both directions. 

“to put it simply, anyone who concentrates 

solely on chemical products will travel 

there empty and return full. this is why few 

service providers offer chemical transpor-

tation between the south of France and 

Germany,” explains Joachim liedtke, sen-

ior Project Manager, dry Bulk transport.

the talKe Group, however, has found a 

solution to this problem and it now calls at 

several locations in the chemical triangle 

lyon-Paca. “We have introduced regular 

scheduled services for dry Bulk trans-

port,” liedtke continues. “We transport 

the products 50% by road and 50% using 

intermodal systems.” in order to ensure 

the highest standards of safety and quality, 

talKe uses only its own silo semi-trailers 

and containers.

talKe and its customers from the 

region see an interesting potential here, 

particularly for intermodal transportation. 

“Many of our customers find rail transport 

attractive, as it is environmentally friendly, 

and is independent of the road network 

and cost-effective. also we can estimate 

arrival times very accurately,” stresses 

Pierre Mignolet, Key account Manager at 

talKe. interestingly, intermodal transport 

offers greater flexibility to both sides. “We 

can also consolidate smaller quantities. a 

container can quite happily be left at the 

terminal for a few days until a whole train is 

assembled or the product is called forward. 

But with road trucks waiting times are 

expensive. this means we are in a posi-

tion to transport even fluctuating amounts 

cost-effectively.” rail transport has also 

proved very reliable because, among other 

things, the drivers of the pre-carriage and 

onward legs each speak the local language 

of the country, and this means they have no 

problem making themselves understood at 

rail freight interchanges. and last but not 

least: by combining both modes of trans-

port, companies that do not have their own 

rail link access can also benefit from the 

advantages of rail.

at the moment road and rail share Paca 

transportation in roughly equal measures, 

as talKe has combined the strengths of 

both modes of transport. trucks act as 

a backup, for example, for time-critical 

loads and for destinations that have not yet 

reached the required volume for intermodal 

transport. 

“Meanwhile, we have seen such positive 

developments in the exchange of goods 

with this region that we have put in place 

a dedicated planner for transportation be-

tween Germany and the south of France,” 

says Mignolet.

new scheduled services between the chemical sites of the provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur (pACA) region and Central europe are  

opening up interesting opportunities for producers and processors. TALKe is breaking new ground in order to provide economic,  

flexible and reliable transportation for this region which has difficulty in finding matching loads to Central europe.



16

talKeBLUE SCOPE

Reverse logistics  
FOr liQuid cHeMicals

For a long time now manufacturing waste has not necessarily been re-
garded as rubbish. Given the limited availability of raw materials, it has 
incidentally become a coveted commodity. in Germany the circulation 

of these materials is clearly regulated by law – and this requires among 
other things licensed transportation specialists.

the waste left over from industrial pro-

cesses is often still of great economic im-

portance to the chemical industry, because 

in amongst what is here termed as waste 

there is usually much that can be resold.

Here is a typical example. in the chemi-

cal surface treatment and coating of met-

als, a number of different acids are used. 

these acids eventually become saturated 

with metal deposits and are no longer of 

use for metal finishing. it is precisely this 

that makes them so interesting to waste 

recovery companies. they use this “waste“ 

to recover often valuable metals. and 

another example of recovery: combustible 

liquids used in a manufacturing process at 

one site can be used elsewhere as a source 

of energy.

For manufacturing companies the 

proper disposal of their “waste“ is today an 

important priority – and not only because 
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chemicals

reverse logistics for liquid chemicals
licensed specialist waste management companies guarantee top-quality and security

Processing re-processing

transport transport

German or european waste legislation 

requires it. in europe, recovery and recy-

cling have long been important sources of 

materials. there is a vast market for these 

socalled secondary raw materials, such as 

copper from old cables.

For these recyclables to begin their 

second life, they have, in most cases, to be 

transported to another location. But there 

is a limit on who can transport any kind of 

waste commercially. anyone who wishes 

to do so requires a transport licence under 

German waste legislation. this remains 

a basic requirement even following the 

amendment of the act for the Promotion 

of closed loop recycling which came into 

force on 1st June 2012, though some des-

ignations and details have been changed.

alternatively freight forwarders can 

employ a certified specialist waste man-

agement company (eFB). transport service 

providers certified as eFBs must demon-

strate annually that they possess expert 

personnel and reliable processes. Given 

the potential explosive nature of the mate-

rials carried, this has clear advantages for 

freight forwarders. they value the guaran-

tee of quality and safety that accompanies 

the eFB certificate and this helps them to 

ensure and document the highest stand-

ards throughout the entire process chain.

the talKe Group has been certi-

fied as a specialist waste management 

company for some 15 years. and here we 

come full circle: this additional qualifi-

cation means that talKe can follow a 

substance throughout its entire lifecycle. 

For manufacturers of chemical products 

this provides genuine added value. they 

can obtain procurement, distribution and 

reverse logistics of a consistently high 

standard from a single source, and can 

thus in turn provide their own customers 

with the facility of taking back after use all 

the substances they have delivered.

one Less (disposAL) worrY 
the talKe Group does not only carry “fresh“ products, 

it is also a registered specialist waste management 

company. talKe’s certificate has just been renewed for 

a further year.

it has been possible to become a certified specialist 

waste management company (eFB) since 1997. talKe 

was there right from the start, and since then has been 

re-certified every year.

this certificate, awarded by approved auditors, offers 

to the customer contracting for the transportation of 

“waste“ maximum safety and guarantees that staff 

have the necessary qualifications and are completely 

trustworthy. senior staff, for example, have regularly to 

produce a police clearance certificate. the talKe Group 

makes available to the auditors all documents relating to 

its specialist waste management operations and draws 

up a waste balance sheet. this rigorous auditing process 

provides a complete safety record for the product chain, 

from the customer to the waste recoverer.

in the field of waste management, talKe transports 

predominantly waste from chemical metal processing, as 

well as products from the manufacture, preparation, sup-

ply and use of acids and base chemicals. in 2011, talKe 

carried more than 55,000 tonnes of frequently valuable 

waste materials in some 2,700 loads, throughout Germa-

ny and across the border to other european countries.

raw material deposits in the home

12,000 tonnes of copper, 325 tonnes of silver, 31 tonnes of gold, 12 

tonnes of palladium and 0.4 tonnes of platinum are needed to manufac-

ture the 1.3 billion mobile phones bought annually worldwide. On top of 

this, 4,900 tonnes of cobalt are needed to produce the accompanying 1.3 

billion mobile phone batteries. Yet you will not only find rare materials in 

your handset; 16 per cent of every mobile phone is made from glass or 

ceramic and 56 per cent is made from plastic – typically polycarbonate, 

on account of its unique properties. all of this means that the mobile 

phone represents an important source of raw materials. indeed, copper, 

silver and many of the other materials used to make mobile phones are in 

short supply, and thus only available to a handful of manufacturers. the 

problem is that there are around 60 million unused mobile phones simply 

gathering dust in German households alone, equating to a huge untapped 

resource of up to 180,000kg of copper, 15,000kg of silver, 1,440kg of 

gold, 540kg of palladium and 18kg of platinum. this is, however, just one 

example of the hidden value of used and obsolete products. indeed, there is 

a veritable treasure trove of rare earths or valuable plastics just waiting to 

be recovered from all manner of redundant household items.

in recent years, in an age in which the scarcity of resources is a growing 

problem, our heightened environmental awareness has bred an interest in 

reverse logistics. the key principle of this logistics concept is that valuable 

commodities and materials do not go to waste, but are instead returned to 

the beginning of the value creation cycle where they can be reprocessed. it 

is hoped that a greater implementation of reverse logistics will lead to the 

replacement of linear, “cradle-to-grave“ material flows with cyclical mate-

rial flows, whereby resources can be used time and time again; and indeed, 

this so-called “cradle-to-cradle“ logistical approach is gradually being 

embraced by companies the world over.
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OutstaNdiNG  

PerFOrMaNce

the alFred talKe silologistik GmbH team 

at lyondellBasell‘s Wesseling manufacturing 

plant is so accomplished in matters of health 

and safety that it has already received the “con-

tractor safety award“ two years in a row from 

what is one of the largest chemicals companies 

worldwide.

the Wesseling site is home to lyondellBa-

sell‘s biggest polymer manufacturing plant in 

europe – the largest such facility in Germany 

– where 320,000 tons of plastic granulate is 

prepared for distribution each year. in 2010, 

there were again no accidents, claims or 

disputes reported on-site. this outstanding 

achievement was due in no small part to con-

sistently high technical standards and regular 

staff training, which, together with an excellent 

quality management system, are the eligibility 

criteria for this award. talKe operates one of 

six lyondellBasell silo logistics centres at the 

Wesseling site on behalf of the dutch chemical 

company.

the provision of  
high-quality service 
whilst maintaining 

optimum safety  
standards is the  

essential daily duty of 
all talKe employees. 
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OutstaNdiNG  

PerFOrMaNce

Safety is a 
state of mind
the very latest equipment and 
regular, intensive training are 
the cornerstones of the safety 

philosophy of the talKe Group. 
But ultimately, it is the behaviour 
of each individual that determines 

safety at work – which is why 
talKe successfully promotes 
and develops safety-conscious 
thinking and behaviour among 

its employees.

it has been done. it does not matter how cleanly and 

quickly a substance has been handled; if full personal 

protective clothing was not used or was used incorrectly, 

it is not good enough.

even more important than addressing failures is the 

positive affirmation of correct behaviour – because hu-

man beings remember for longer what they have learned 

if they connect it with recognition and encouragement. 

thus an important element of BBs at talKe is to ack-

nowledge clearly when, for example, safety-conscious 

behaviour has become second nature to a team. this 

particular form of responsible teamwork has long been 

part of the corporate culture, and it is kept alive and 

intensified through regular initiatives and programmes, 

such as driver training for example (see page 20).

With this and other training programmes the talKe 

Group deliberately goes beyond the standard approach 

to BBs. this is because even in the face of growing de-

mands and worsening conditions we wish to continue to 

maintain and expand our widely recognised high safety 

standards. in this way, first of all for their own safety, our 

employees think systematically about safety and behave 

in a safe way, thus guaranteeing that our customers can 

rely on our consistently high-quality transportation and 

logistics services. 

The general assumption is that machines are uncomp-

laining,	flawless	workers.	But	even	in	the	most	technical	

environment the human being remains a critical factor. 

And everyone can cite examples of when people have made 

mistakes. And when that happens the explanation is usu-

ally that people are not in fact machines. What sounds like 

an admission of human imperfection, in reality describes a 

strength, because human beings are able to consider their 

actions and consciously change them.

safety in the transportation and handling of goods 

is therefore not simply a technical issue, but a question 

of attitude – a state of mind. anyone in whom safe be-

haviour has become ingrained cannot help but act at all 

times in a safety-conscious way. this is the underlying 

principle of the Behaviour Based safety (BBs) approach.

the BBs concept provides people with targeted 

support to acquire safe working habits and for these to 

become second nature: to mop up the oil spill instead of 

walking past it; to call someone over to hold the ladder – 

examples abound from everyday working life. But habits 

do not change overnight. so how does Behaviour Based 

safety work? First, safety issues must be addressed 

at all times and in all places. Managers, for example, 

evaluate not only whether a task has been done but how 

saFetY & QualitY
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a PerFect  
cOMBiNatiON: saFetY 

aNd eFFicieNcY

in order to keep abreast of these multiply-

ing tasks, it is important that drivers receive 

regular training. that is why talKe invests 

in specific, appropriate programmes such as 

Behaviour Based safety training. specifically 

designed for the requirements of our drivers, 

different modules teach them how to deal 

with potential hazards, and how through their 

behaviour they can avoid or minimise them as 

far as possible. the main focus of the regular 

training is a training drive of around 65km, 

during which the driver completes the traditi-

onal stages of a transport operation, including 

loading and unloading. talKe has invested in 

a transport unit specifically for this purpose, 

which has been in use since June with the title 

“BBs Professional training“.

an important aspect of this is driving 

efficiently and anticipating potential hazards. 

“Our drivers have a particular responsibility to 

other road users and the environment, simply 

because of the nature of their load,” explains 

Jürgen Krempel, Operations Manager Fleet 

& driver services at talKe. “We expect them 

to think one step ahead and drive with care 

accordingly. this leads automatically to them 

also driving more efficiently as, for example, 

they need to accelerate and brake less often.”

Besides the BBs training, drivers take part 

in the annual adr safety training course for 

dangerous goods – both of which are elements 

of talKe’s intensive Personnel training 

(tiPs). every five years they also have to take 

further training in accordance with the law 

governing professional driving (BKrFQG). “With 

this training programme, we cover all areas 

of the driver’s responsibilities and in this way 

help them both to carry out their duties to the 

best of their ability and to meet our additional, 

higher standards,” says Krempel.

With the growing volume of traffic and narrow 
stretches of roadworks on the one hand, and 
additional tasks and tight schedules on the 
other – the life of the professional driver today 
has little in common with the romance of the 
trucker lifestyle of yesteryear. today, the loa-
ding and unloading of tankers, for example, is 
just as much part of the job as the observance 
of dangerous goods regulations and driving 
tractor units with highly technical cockpits.

saFetY & QualitY
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Throughout Germany and the rest of europe the number of 

professional drivers is declining. At the same time experts expect 

freight transport volumes to continue to grow in the coming years. 

As a result hauliers are already having to turn down contracts with 

increasing regularity and they find that they cannot fill vacant posi-

tions or can only do so with less qualified drivers.

according to figures from the association of German Freight 

Forwarders and logistics Operators (dslV) there are in Germany 

today only around 770,000 drivers paying national insurance contribu-

tions. experts estimate that every year some 20,000 drivers retire on 

grounds of age. at the same time the quantity of goods transported by 

HGV is expected to rise. according to estimates from Progtrans aG, in 

comparison to 2007 it will have more than doubled by 2050. in order to 

accommodate this development, at least 25,000 new drivers will have 

to be trained every year. in 2011, however, the number achieved was 

only a tenth of that.

For a long time the German armed Forces were the largest trainer 

and drivers could obtain their HGV licence there free of charge. since 

the suspension of compulsory military service, this possibility no longer 

exists. Having said that, for young people in particular the job has lost 

much of its previous romantic trucker appeal: long working hours and 

a tarnished image have made other jobs appear more attractive. in 

addition, increased regulatory requirements have made it more difficult 

to become a professional driver. until 2008, a simple commercial goods 

licence was sufficient. today prospective drivers must invest consider-

ably more time and money in acquiring the additional qualifications 

required to become a professional driver of heavy goods vehicles.

Given the increasingly complex range of tasks expected of a 

professional driver and their high level of responsibility on the road, 

a comprehensive and intensive training programme is required to 

provide the necessary foundation for carrying out their job safely and 

professionally. With training costing between 5,000 and 7,000 euros, 

the financial hurdles for potential applicants are very high. this 

means that companies that are prepared to invest in this training and 

offer their drivers attractive working conditions are already today the 

employers of choice.

For years talKe has successfully operated a complete, coordinated 

package. as a recognised training provider, we finance both the HGV 

driving licence and the essential additional qualification of the adr 

licence, as part of the company’s training programme for profes-

sional drivers. With the latest tractor units such as the new Mercedes 

Benz actros, drivers are given the right working environment for their 

demanding range of duties. and with our advanced training pro-

grammes, such as regular BBs training, we ensure that our drivers 

are qualified for the long term to a consistently high standard.

tHe PrOFessiONal driVer – a raritY
as far back as 2006, the emerging shortage of drivers had already become a 

topic for the future within the logistics sector. What companies initially factored 
into their business simulations as a challenge resulting from the forthcoming 

demographic change, has now become a harsh operational reality.

saFetY & QualitY
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BeHaViNG 
sustaiNaBlY

When the talk  
is of sustainability,  

logistics always comes  
under the spotlight.  

as a cross-sector industry,  
it ensures that materials for 
the production of goods and 

merchandise are made  
available where they are  

needed, and that the finished 
products end up with the  
customer or in the shops.  

and for the foreseeable  
future, all transportation  

will require the use  
of fossil fuel. 

sustaiNaBilitY
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on particular careers or sector-related lectures during class provide 

further opportunities for involvement in the community. such activities 

give students an insight into job prospects and the opportunity to talk 

directly to company representatives, who in turn gain early personal 

contact with potential recruits.

sustaining values in the long term

so long as a commitment to sustainability is firmly rooted in a compa-

ny’s ethos and not misunderstood as simply a marketing tool, there are 

many opportunities available for a long-term, value-preserving matching 

of resources from which all sides benefit: the environment, because less 

cO2 is released and consumption of natural resources is minimised, and 

society, because funds for social projects are made available. companies 

benefit from lower costs and a better company image. this can have 

a very positive effect on the contract awarding process. through their 

involvement in the local community, companies also come into contact 

with potential applicants at an early stage, and can show themselves to 

be a responsible enterprise and therefore an employer of choice.

LiGhT – Live in GreATer hope  
for Tomorrow

since 2005, the talKe Group has put all its social com-

mitment into the foundation “liGHt – live in greater hope 

for tomorrow“. the aim is to give help to people who 

rely on the support of others quickly, effectively and in a 

targeted manner. it focuses on the support of children 

and young people. the foundation has among other 

things made a significant contribution to the estab-

lishment of a centre for children and young people in 

saplavnoje, russia, which provides a refuge and support 

for young people. Further projects are the “Maria“ centre 

for children and young people in Volgograd and support 

for the Kinderschutzbund Hürth. in addition, talKe 

uses its logistics expertise to deliver to ukraine regular 

shipments of aid for the charity cura hominum e. V. in 

Bernau near Berlin.

www.talke.com > LiGhT foundation

The world economic forum has calculated that some 5.5 percent 

of global greenhouse gas emissions today are caused by logistics 

operations – some 2.8 million tonnes of Co2 per annum. This means 

that with more than 1,500 megatonnes, road transport is responsible 

for around 60 percent of all Co2 emissions produced by the logistics 

and transportation sector.

this is a significant contribution to cO2 emissions – a fact that 

does not exactly add to the sector’s positive image. at the same time 

consumers are becoming more and more conscious of the environmen-

tal and socially responsible behaviour of companies. this increasingly 

requires greater transparency from B2B companies, too, when it comes 

to sustainability and a commitment to become involved. For at the end 

of the day everything we produce and transport is for the end customer.

this is the reason why a large number of companies are relying on a 

“green“ approach to reduce transport emissions as far as possible. this 

includes, for example, the introduction of modern vehicles, a fuel-saving 

driving style and the use of intermodal transportation. added to these 

are strategies which could further reduce or counteract cO2 emissions. 

examples here include the use of electric or natural gas vehicles as well 

as measures to reduce water and energy consumption, prevent waste 

and much more. additionally companies are trying to compensate by in-

vesting in environmental projects such as the reforestation of woodland.

there are many benefits for companies that get involved in this way: 

by using resources sparingly they also reduce costs, for example, for 

energy and water. the capital cost of new, modern vehicles is higher, 

but their fuel consumption is markedly lower and they need fewer 

repairs. in addition, environmental commitment has a positive effect 

on the company’s image and this contributes increasingly often to 

companies winning tenders. Growing numbers of consumers are taking 

environmental considerations into account in their buying decisions, and 

this means that they place great value on transparency and efficiency 

throughout the value chain. and finally, it is becoming more common 

for governments to introduce restrictions linked to cO2 emissions and 

companies are committing themselves to change.

The two-pronged approach

environmental issues are only one way in which companies can 

behave in a sustainable fashion. all manner of social aspects also have 

a role to play here: a company’s commitment to its employees, invest-

ment in training and the subsequent employment of junior staff, as well 

as involvement in the community. there are as many opportunities to 

become involved in the community as there are companies that wish to 

do so. the background to these sustainable activities by companies is 

the awareness that they utilise a great number of resources and that 

in order to conserve these they increasingly need to make their own 

specific contribution.

One example is to encourage children and young people through a 

close working relationship with schools. Within this framework, teach-

ing materials or internships can be provided. Open days, presentations 

sustaiNaBilitY
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TrAininG

TrAininG The nexT GenerATion of 
quALified LoGisTiCs speCiALisTs

For this reason, talKe places great importance on offering in-house training to 

open-minded individuals with a thirst for knowledge and a desire to join the ranks of our 

logistics experts. in a bid to find the perfect candidates for our trainee programme, we 

appear at numerous training recruitment fairs around Germany. in addition to this, we 

are heavily involved in a joint project providing 15-year-old school pupils from various 

schools around the German rhein-erft 

district with an opportunity to learn 

about our company at the talKe Junior 

academy. the academy s doors opened 

again this year on 15th May, giving 

these young people the chance to learn 

about selected talKe business areas 

and consider whether they might wish 

to apply for one of our traineeships in 

the future – all in conjunction with their 

lessons at school.

this year, a total of nineteen school 

pupils took part in the programme at 

our sites in Hürth, ludwigshafen, stade 

and schwarzheide – and thus got their first glimpse of an industry offering excellent job 

prospects; of the fifteen young people who finished their training with us in 2012, eleven 

went on to take up permanent positions with the company.

laW & POlitics

Adr

ChAnGes  
in 2013

new europeAn CLeAninG doCumenT

CLeAn sLATe for indusTrY pAperworK
The european Cleaning document (eCd) is now pretty much forgery-proof. in addition, the 

new version of the form has been rolled out across europe and thus serves to harmonise pa-

perwork throughout the continent. The deutsche verband für Tankinnenreinigung e.v. (dvTi) 

and its european umbrella organisation the european federation of Tank Cleaning organisa-

tions (efTCo) were jointly responsible for the design and issue of the new document.

the reason for the redesign is that several drivers and firms had been cleaning tanks without 

the necessary qualifications and had then been presenting their customers with forged ecds. 

the new form can no longer be falsified using a colour photocopier or similar device.

as a result, it is now virtually guaranteed that only specialised companies that have gained 

membership of a national association such as the German dVti and are assessed under the 

sQas tank cleaning module will be able to clean tanks. stocks of the old ecd must be used up 

by the end of 2012.

From the start of 2013, the trans-

portation of limited quantities will be 

subject to tunnel restrictions if the 

quantity carried exceeds 8 tonnes 

total gross mass per transport unit.

this applies to category e tunnels. 

this restriction does not apply to 

HGVs carrying dangerous goods in 

accordance with chapter 1.1.3 (exem-

ptions). 

a new dangerous goods category 

“chemicals under Pressure“ is to 

be introduced, for which there will 

be new uN numbers, classification 

codes and designations. in addition, 

new packing instructions, P206, are 

being introduced for this category.

Further information about this 

topic can be found at  

www.dgsatech.com > adr 2011 

summary
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roAds in nrw

BLoCKed ArTeries
There are constant roadworks on the road network of 

north rhine-westphalia (nrw). This presents chal-

lenges to freight traffic in particular.

Germany’s leading logistics region – NrW – is now fac-

ing a new challenge: the construction of the tunnel on the 

a1 near Köln-lövenich will continue until the end of the 

year. this has consequences above all for freight traffic, as 

during the day only four lanes remain open to HGVs and 

overnight only three. in order to prevent accidents and traf-

fic jams, these restrictions for HGV traffic are expected to 

remain in place until december, particularly at night-time. 

in addition, the a1 is no longer accessible at every junction. 

as the flow of traffic is directed through the east-west tun-

nel, it is no longer possible at the Köln-West intersection, 

for example, to turn off the a4 coming from the direction 

of Olpe on to the a1 towards dortmund. For many drivers 

this means long detours. the transportation of dangerous 

goods is particularly badly hit. this is subject to a total ban, 

which was originally intended for all HGVs over 7.5 tonnes. 

these restrictions affect the second largest sector in 

NrW, which is known as the most important logistics hub 

in europe. Major national and international road links 

meet in NrW, leading to the North German sea ports of 

Bremen, Hamburg and the JadeWeserPort in Wilhelms-

haven, towards Berlin, to the conurbations of rhine/Main 

and to the major cities of south Germany. so, for example, 

the 732-kilometre a1 runs from Heiligenhafen on the 

Baltic coast all the way to saarbrücken, and is of great 

importance to traffic around cologne. Because of the high 

volume of traffic, the motorway in the area of the Kölner 

ring is currently being widened to 6 lanes. as part of this 

project the 1,550-metre lövenich tunnel is being con-

structed, which is the reason for these restrictions.

the cologne area also provides the best access to 

neighbouring countries, including the sea ports of rot-

terdam and antwerp. the most important terminal in 

Germany for combined transport is to be found at Köln-

eifeltor, and many other combined transport terminals in 

NrW provide important interfaces with the rail network.

the a1 is not the only construction site in NrW: work is 

being carried out in numerous other locations, such as the 

Bad Oeyenhausen northern bypass (a30), the section of 

motorway between Bielefeld (a2) and Bielefeld-Brackwede 

(B61), and the dortmund-West motorway intersection 

through to the dortmund/unna motorway intersection 

(a40). in all there are currently a total of eleven new links 

“in progress“ in the North rhine-Westphalia motorway 

network in varying stages of construction or planning at 

the landesbetrieb straßenbau (NrW highways agency). 

fACTs And fiG-
ures on indusTrY, 
TrAde And LoGis-
TiCs in nrw

some 17 percent of German 

exports are made in North rhine-

Westphalia. the value of these 

goods is around 162.1 billion 

euros. at the same time 22 per-

cent of all German imports go to 

North rhine-Westphalia. in order 

to deliver all these products and 

materials to their destinations, 

270 million tonnes of goods are 

carried every year in NrW alone. 

logistics services in NrW employ 

600,000 people.

KiLomeTres of  
roAd in nrw

autobahnen1   2,200 km
Bundesstraßen2  4,900 km
landstraßen3 12,800 km
Kreisstraßen4   9,800 km

1 motorway
2 lit. federal highway 
3 lit. federal state road
4 lit. district road
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Green freiGhT europe

ToGeTher AGAinsT 
Co2 emissions

The french government is aiming to reduce 

Co2 emissions by 20% by 2020. As such, all eyes 

are on the transport sector, which produces more 

Co2 than all other industries put together. from 

october 2013, all transport companies travelling 

within, to and from france must be able to provide 

a breakdown of their Co2 emissions for each jour-

ney – regardless of whether their consignments 

are delivered by lorry, boat or rail.

reducing carbon emissions is also a key priority of 

the industry itself; in March 2012, over 30 companies 

came together to form the Green Freight europe 

initiative, which has been part of the talKe Group 

since June. this initiative is committed to achieving 

more sustainable road freight transport in europe, 

as well as to finding ways to reduce cO2 emissions 

along the entire length of the supply chain. 

www.greenfreighteurope.com

reGuLATion 

new eu reGuLATion reGArdinG 
The exporT And imporT of 

hAzArdous Goods

laW & POlitics

the eu has introduced new regulations concerning the export and import 

of dangerous chemicals. the updated set of protocols, laid down in 

regulation No. 649/2012, applies to certain hazardous chemicals that 

are banned or severely restricted throughout the eu or in indivi-

dual member states, as well as to those chemicals subject to 

the so-called Pic (prior informed consent) procedure. under 

this procedural framework, materials which fall under the 

rotterdam convention on the international trade of hazar-

dous chemicals and pesticides may only be exported 

with the prior consent of the country of importation.

the revised set of protocols replaces regulati-

on (ec) No. 689/2008, which has been significantly 

amended a number of times since its entry into force. as the regulation has recently undergone 

yet another series of major revisions, the eu is hoping its new regulation will help provide grea-

ter clarity on the issue. You can read the new regulation online at: http://eur-lex.europa.eu
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Transport
We offer tailor-made transport services for
• Liquid goods
• Dry bulk
• Packed goods

Logistics
Warehousing and value added services compliant with the  
most rigorous safety standards
• Storage of hazardous materials of various DG classes 
• Drumming and re-drumming facilities for all packaging types
• Clean room drumming and temperature-controlled storage

Logistic Solutions
Professional consultancy and project management for every logistische 
logistical challenge
• Logistical analysis and consulting
• Logistical process optimisation
• Implementing best practices
• Supply chain concepts
• Design, construction and operation of logistics facilities 
• Regulatory procedures
• Upgrading and modernisation of existing facilities

ALFRED TALKE GmbH & Co. KG
Max-Planck-Straße 20
50354 Huerth
Germany
E-Mail: info@talke.com
Website: www.talke.com

ALFRED TALKE Logistic Services is a leading global logistic services provider, offering individually-tailored 
solutions for the chemical and petrochemical industries. Well-known manufacturers all over the world trust in 
the experience and expertise of our transport and logistics specialists every day.

More Experience. More Dynamic. More Value.




